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Draw a sample sketch of  your fence with measurements.   

Show any gates that  wil l  be  a  part  of  your project .    

Fence Order  Worksheet  
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Fence Order  Worksheet  

3 Rail                   4’                6’                8’  

MATCHING GATE OPTIONS 

2 Rail                   4’                6’                8’  

4 Rail                   4’                6’                8’  

Total lineal feet of fence                         (round up to the nearest 8’)  

Hinges (2 hinges required per gate) 

Corner Posts (holes drilled at a 90° angle)                          

End Post—(holes drilled half way through) 1end post where ever you start or stop the fence as well as 2 for every gate opening.                         

• Total lineal footage divided by 8 =                           sections.  

• Take the total number of sections times the number of rails needed for each section of fence (2 rail, 3 rail, 4, rail). 

This will give you the total number of rails needed for the job.  # of rails 

• Subtract all the corner posts, if any, from the total number of sections.  

• Subtract half the number of end posts, if any, from the total number of sections. (round down to an even number)  

• Total number of line posts (holes drilled all the way through) needed.   

 Post & Rail Dimensions  

2 Rail   -  Line 5’ x 5.5”   End & Corner 5’ x 6.5”  

3 Rail   -  Line 7’ x 5.5”   End & Corner 7’ x 6.5”  

4 Rail  -  Line 8’ x 5.5”   End & Corner 8’ x 6.5”  

Rails—8’ x 3.5” 

Style  of  Doweled Fence  

2 Rail Domed Top 

3 Rail Domed Top     

4 Rail Domed Top  4 Rail  Flat Top  

3 Rail Flat Top  
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•  Line Posts—5.5” diameter  

•  End & Corner Posts—6.5” diameter   

•  3 & 4 rai l  posts  are  avai lable  in  

f lat  top or dome top —2 rai l  posts  

are  dome top ONLY  

 

•  Rails—Available  in  8’  or  10’ length and 

3.5” or 4.5” diameter  

 

•  Holes in  posts  are  dri l led  2 9/16” diame-

ter.  F irst  hole  is  dr i l led 6” from the top of  

post  and then remaining holes are  15” on 

center.  
5’ Post 

8’ Post 

7’ Post 

Doweled Fence Post  Specs .  

45° Shoulder 

2 7/16” 

2 3/4” 

6” 

15” 

15” 

15” 
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Instal led Fence Specs  
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Suggested  

bury depth.   

Top of  Rai l  

Top of  Rai l  

Top of  Rai l  

36”  

48”  

60”  

18”  

30”  

30”  

Suggested 

bury depth.   

Suggested 

bury depth.   



1.  Start ing with an end post  or  corner post ,  set  the post  in  the hole .  Be sure the rai l  dowel  holes are  level  

and in  l ine  with the fence.  You wil l  insert  the rai ls  and bui ld as you go down the fence l ine .   

2.  F i l l  the  hole  about  a  th ird of  the way with dirt  or  gravel ,  enough to hold the post  in  place but  st i l l  a l low 

for later  adjustment ,  i f  needed.  

3.  The top of  the top dowel  hole  should be approximately  36” out  of  the ground i f  a  2 rai l  fence,   48” out  of  

the ground i f  a  3 rai l  fence,  and 60” out  of  the ground i f  a  4 rai l  fence.  

4 .  Add the rai ls  by insert ing the dowel  ends into  the holes.  

5.  Put  the next  post  into i ts  hole  and carefu l ly  fi t  the  rai ls  into the dowel  holes.  

6.  Set  the post  by once again part ia l ly  fi l l ing the post  hole  and level  out  the post .  

7.  Repeat  th is  process unt i l  l ine  of  fence is  complete .  

8.  By standing back from the fence l ine  you wil l  be  able  to see which posts need to be adjusted to even out  

the fl ow of  the rai ls .  

9.  Carefu l ly  ra ise  or lower indiv idual  posts ,  unt i l  ra i l s  appear even.  

10.   F i l l  in  the holes the rest  of  the way with dirt  or  gravel  and tamp around post  to secure.  

11.   S ince few fence l ines work out  perfect ,  you wil l  most  l ike ly  need to cut  some rai ls  for  length.  

12.   I f  you wil l  be  insta l l ing gates,  be sure to leave a  large enough opening to a l low for the hinges,  latches 

and so that  your gate  can open a fu l l  90 ° .  

 

 

Instal lat ion  
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Instal l  Hinges  in Gate  

1.  Dri l l  3/4” holes  thru  gate panel  upr ight  

2.  Instal l  shorter  s ide of  h inges on gate and  t ighten l ight ly.  

 

 

Instal l  and Level  Gate  

1.  Dri l l  3/4” holes  thru  gate post  

2.  Instal l  hinges  in gate post  and  level .   

•  Be sure  to  leave a  4” gap on the  h inge s ide of  the gate .  This  wi l l  ensure  that  your  gate  

wil l  open a fu l l  90°.  

•  For a   s ingle  swing gate you wi l l  need  a 3” -  4” gap on the la tch  s ide of  your gate to  

al low room for  your la tch  and so that  the  gate can swing both d irect ions.  

•  For a  double -swing gate you wi l l  need  a 2” gap  between the latch s ide where both 

gates come together.      

1.  Shorten top  hinge  gap  to  pul l  gate  up.  

2.  Lengthen bot tom hinge gap to  push gate  up.  

 

Open gate 90 degrees and  t ighten hinges  t ight ly.  

Hanging a Gate  
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Q:  Should  I  use concrete  when se tt ing the  posts? 

A: I t  is  not recommend using concrete .  Concrete  can hold mois ture around your  post which may    

     decrease  the  l i fe  o f  the post .   

 

Q:  Can I  s tain this  fence  i f  i ts  been pressure  treated?  

A:  Yes,  you  can apply  sta in  on the pressure treated posts  and rai ls .  I t  is  recommended  to  use a 

water  based s tain with a UV protectant .    

 

Q:  How do I  replace a rai l?  

A:  You wil l  need to  d ig out  the posts  a t  both  ends of  the bad ra i l .  Push them away from each  

     o ther (zig zag).  This  wi l l  a l low the tenons to  come out of  the post .  Insert  new rai l ,   

      s tra ighten posts  and tamp dirt  around post  to  set .     

 

Q:  What  s ize auger is  needed to  dri l l  pos t  holes?  

A: 10” -  12” auger  wi l l  be  needed to  g ive you enough room to tamp the  d irt  around the post  

Frequent ly Asked Quest ions  
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